Transcript of the Channel 4 (UK) programme "Very Graham Norton" broadcast on 23rd June 2003.

The special guest was Patrick Stewart. I have left out a few sentences that don't make sense unless you can see what is going on.

Readers who have never seen Graham Norton need to know that he is a camp chat show host and stand-up comic. This evening he was dressed in a gold & silver suit with a pale mauve open necked shirt. He's about thirty with short blonde hair. He's a very pretty boy.

There was a brief trailer before the adverts before the show. 

It starts with a head and shoulders shot of Graham standing next to Patrick. (They're the same height.) Both are looking at camera. Patrick is unusually still.

GN : Join me after the break with X-Man telepath Patrick Stewart. 

( He turns to Patrick ) How do you think the show will go?
(Patrick says nothing and hardly moves - he's speaking telepathically )

GN (downbeat) : Yeah,  me too.

(Audience laughs, Graham and Patrick can't keep straight faces.  Patrick gives Graham a playful shoulder barge.)

The show proper starts with Graham doing a stand up comedy routine based around a few stories in the news.  The audience, about 500 in size, is in raked seating. His last routine involves sitting in a wheelchair pretending to be Prof. Xavier and mind reading someone in the audience. 

GN : Please welcome the star of X-men and Star Trek The Next Generation - Patrick Stewart. (Great applause, Patrick appears at the top of some stairs at the back of the stage area. He stays there a while enjoying the cheers. He's in grey sweatshirt, blue jeans and white trainers. As he walks down the steps he is greeted by two pretty young women in long black dresses. They each take one of his hands and escort him to Graham. Earlier we had seen Graham escorted in by two very muscular shirtless young men.)

Patrick gives GN a hug, GN is telling him to sit but the cheering is still going on. Patrick smiles at the audience obviously enjoying this. 

GN : Patrick Stewart, now you are visiting these shores to ... be in a play..

PS interrupts : Let's just correct that  m-m-(stutters) mistaken piece of information. I'm not actually visiting these shores, I've had a home here for years and years and years, 12 years or so. It's only a matter of work, you know. It's hard to commute to Paramount Pictures from Skipton. (Laughter – Ed. it would he hard to commute to London from Skipton ) On the other hand they could have brought them to me.

So no I've lived there because that's where my work has been generated. This is still home.

GN : Oh Good! So welcome home... Except you've been here the whole time....Now you're in the West End ... in Master Builder by Ibsen and you've had fantastic reviews. 

PS : That's right. Yes, we've had wonderful reviews.

GN : So it doesn't open in London until ...

PS : No. We're open, we're actually open .... I feel as though I'm correcting you all the time. (Laughter)
GN : Well that's what I thought, I thought you (leans forward to pick up some bits of card) you were open. But it says June 26th. 

PS : No It's your researchers, come here. (Patrick reaches over and takes his notes, rips them in two and throws them over his shoulder. Great applause and laughter.)

(As it calms down Graham looks puzzled)

GN : Wait a minute, Who ? Who are you?

PS (laughing at Grahams response) : Very Good.  Never mind we'll take a break shortly and tape them together. 

GN : So you've been on the road, and it's yourself and Sue Johnston - who we love 

PS : Sue Johnston , who sends her love to you. She's a fan of yours and she's fabulous, And she plays my wife in the play. And a brilliant young actress  Lisa Dillon who plays the other woman. ....   It's hot (Ooos from audience, Patrick turns to the audience and raises his hands several times,) more , more (he likes the Ooos).
GN : You see they were thinking Ibsen (in a dull voice) and then 'the other woman!' (Laughter)
PS : That's a very very important point you know because people do think Ibsen - doom and gloom and nothing else. The Master Builder - at least this production -is funny and sexy and really quite dramatic too. (continues with a dead pan face) and I provide both the fun and the sex.  (sudden burst of laughter from audience).  Not simultaneously. No.  At separate moments. (PS Laughing) I can't do both things together. Maybe by the time I leave this show. (Laughter)
GN : There are things in this draw.

PS : Yes I'm sure there are, aids of all kinds. (Laughter) You know what they say about masturbation by the way? I was thinking about it earlier. 

(GN shrugs as though he doesn't know what Patrick is talking about. Before PS came on GN had told a story about a man who was caught on CCTV alone in a railway carriage 'relieving his sexual tension'.)

PS : You brought it up!

GN : Did I? (Laughter)
PS : The thing they say about masturbation is it's sex with someone you love.

GN : So true. It is.  Don't you see some beautiful people and you think "how do they leave the house?" They'd be there all the time. (Laughter)
PS : However... we were talking about Henrik Ibsen.

GN  :(Garbled)   How does it happen? ... You had a very successful career here  .. as a stage actor  ... with the RSC. How does it happen that you were ... beamed up into ...the starship Enterprise

PS : Oh you mean the transformation. It was something like that. It was a fluke, an accident. That's one of the reasons why in our business, in show business, we should never really worry to much about the future because you need a high proportion of luck to get anywhere. I was lecturing on Shakespeare in California and I was participating in a public lecture at UCLA . And signed up for this course was the Producer of Star  Trek The Next Generation. And he claims ... this has gone into Star  Trek lore now ...  he claims that he turned to his wife while I was doing some Oscar Wilde or Noel  Coward or something  and said ' we've found the captain'. And 6 months later they cast me.

GN: So you were doing a lecture! How mad is that.

PS : Yes, Yes. That's what I mean by why we shouldn't worry too much. Who knows, when you turn a corner, what might happen.

GN : And it's brilliant because it's really kind of worked for you  ... financially it must have been great ... but as an actor you must have gone "Oh God will I ever be able to do The Master Builder in the West End"

PS : Well you see it wasn't like that. Because I did my research. They told me that I would have to sign a 6 year contract, you can't just get away with doing 3 or 4 months. They assured me - everybody in Hollywood who I spoke to assured me -that it would be a failure. That if I signed on for 6 years I would only have to do one year, two if I were lucky. So the pitch was - come and get a suntan, make some money for the first time in your life and meet some girls and um  (GN laughs)   actually that wasn't part of the deal. It never is, is it. Have noticed that?

GN : I have, I have  (GN pretends he really cares about meeting girls.)
PS : So ....You know  I look at your shoes, at your gleaming patent leather shoes and then I look down at my sneakers and I feel shabby by comparison.

GN : Do you?  I think I'm trying way too hard for a Monday night (Laughter). ....  On Enterprise you use all these advanced systems of communications to talk all over the Galaxy. But on Earth we are not so advanced. So let me take you to another land in a time long ago. The seventies when this machine (He gets a black box out of a cupboard) was really popular - a CB radio. 

(There follows a section of the show in which GN uses the CB radio. It takes him a while to get into conversation with someone. During all this we see various shots of Patrick's face as he watches Graham struggle. 

 PS comments "This isn't going very well is it." (Laughter)

Eventually GN gets into conversation with a truck driver on the M25 motorway around London.  The man tells GN he has recently had "two smokies up his arse" (ie two police cars following him). The driver soon guesses who he's talking to. When GN admits who he is, the driver responds "you little monkey".

Commercial break at this point.

GN : Now Patrick, you played professor ...   I would say X ' avier 

PS : I was told to say Xavier  , imagine its  IG , Xavier. 

GN : (pronouncing it right) Xavier, Xavier.

PS : Very nice.

GN : In those films all the characters have special powers.

PS : They do, extraordinary powers.

GN : We'll talk about that in a bit. But what we did on the way in was we asked the audience people if they had any special powers they felt they had. (his face drops - laughter).

PS : I hope this goes better than the CB radio (laughter)
(There follows a bit where GN walks into the audience and gets the 4 people they have selected to stand up. They have owned up to ridiculous things like climbing trees, tap dancing, play netball (unusual for a man in Britain) and being able to bend a finger backwards. During this PS joins GN in the audience - this looks as if it was unplanned. Patrick decided to join in on the spur of the moment. The 4 audience people are sent off to demonstrate their 'powers'.)

GN and PS go back to their seats on the stage.  

GN : I was reading about you today. And one of the stories that seem very timely  - given what happened at Prince William's party (a gatecrasher got into his 21st Birthday party dressed as an Arab)- was that you went to a Hollywood party dressed as Bin Laden.

PS : Yes, the overall story is  roughly correct but the details are wrong. It was actually some years ago. I was there in Hollywood on Halloween and I had been invited to a diner party and my host told be  (Patrick mimics this mans voice) ' My God you must wear something, because every body will be dressed up, you must absolutely go as something, but what can we do?'.  So we did the old sheet and the tea-towel (holds hands around head as though putting on Arab headgear. ) And I went to this party in vaguely eastern attire. It was before the time of Bin Laden.  And  ....  I was the only one. Everyone else was in very very fashionable Armani etc . (Laughter) It was ... It was terrible  (PS fakes bursting into tears and buries his face in his hand). It was terrible. It marked me.  (Laughter)
GN : Was it that awful thing were nobody mentions it?

PS : When I was met at the door, for one moment, I think my host thought of slamming the door in my face and pretending that it had never happened. (Laughter)

GN : (Inaudible ) One of the other things I heard was that one of your pet hates was being mistaken for other people.

PS : Well, there are two people I've been mistaken for in my life. When I was younger there was a racing driver, who was in the news a lot, called Stirling Moss. And I always hoped they would make a film of the Stirling Moss story and I would get to drive those fabulous cars. The other is a very good friend and colleague - Sir Ben Kingsley. For whom I have been mistaken regularly and he for me I'm happy to say. 

GN : And at quite posh dos?

PS : Yes, well there was one event. One of those Hollywood charity events where every one turns up and I arrived - this was quite early in my time at Hollywood and I was impressed by everybody in those days. And there was a very very famous American movie star an elderly man whose name I cannot mention for obvious reasons who greeted me  (Patrick Mimics Hollywood accent) "My God! My God! I love you! You are fantastic. Man you are great.  Honey? Honey? ( PS turns to call imaginary wife) where are you? Come over here, we have to have our picture taken together. Ben Kingsley you are my hero." So what do you at that point? Say "Actually, no famous Hollywood star you are wrong. I am not Ben Kingsley?" ....  So I just went along with it. (Laughter) But it has happened to Ben too. I'll tell you one of Ben's stories. He was accosted in the street by someone who said (clutches chest and speaks in a breathy female voice) "I love Star Trek" (Switches to deep Ben Kingsley voice) "Well thank you very much but you think I'm Patrick Stewart and I'm not." Then the poor creatures face fell. So he said "But I am a very good friend of Patrick Stewart" and she said "well congratulations for being his friend." (laughter)
GN : (Garbled)
PS : I don't see it personally.

GN : I don't really see it. No.

PS : I'm sorry, I interrupted go on.

GN : Another great thing about going to Hollywood is suddenly you become top totty. (PS starts to pull his right ear while GN reaches into draw ) You are in People's top 50 beautiful people. Was it the TV guide. (GN pulls out and copy of TV Guide and shows it to the camera – it has that picture of Cindy Crawford and Patrick on the front.)  "TVs top turn-ons" Cindy Crawford lady and your good self. That must be sort of .. you know. (woops from the audience,  PS smiles )

PS : Yeah, Yes ... it is, it's terrific , it was lovely. I just wish it had happened when I was 18. 

GN : Still quite good now? It can hurt?

PS : Yes actually it is . Every little bit you know  ... so to speak

GN : Sort of a nice thing, I can't hurt . But then of course that's one honour you get but you've also had the action figure honour. 

PS : Well it's the fact that merchandising is so powerful and so remunerative. The movies may not do so well but merchandising does fantastically well. I mean you look at Star Trek, it has allegedly made between 3 and 4 billion dollars since it started. (GN looks amazed) You see that shut you up didn't it. 

GN : That's incredible.

PS : Yes even compared to your salary that's impressive (Laughter)
GN (does hand gestures that indicate he is doing some mental arithmetic. Nods agreement.)  Yeah,  (garbled words) Do you still ever go to the conventions or anything?

PS : Very occasionally. I used to go 4 or 5 times a year when we were making the series, for one reason you will understand. Because appearing in front of a science fiction audience or a Star Trek audience, it is like doing stand up in front the most adoring audience you will ever meet, because everything you say is funny and exciting and glamorous and witty. But the other reason was we got feedback, constructive feedback which would sometimes go back into the programmes. And it put me onto a stage in front of a live audience which is really why I first became an actor. 

GN : And was there any resistance to you as the new captain? 

PS : Yes considerable. When the announcement was made in Hollywood, the LA times carried a front page article and in which I was described as an Unknown British Shakespearean Actor. And my pals on the show they made this sign that hung on my trailer for the whole of the first season that said "Beware - Unknown British Shakespearean Actor". I was in Sotheby’s at a movie memorabilia sale in New York and there it was as an item in the Catalogue. And I had to go to them and say 'you are being ripped off, that's not the original because I have the original. That's a copy."

GN : Thank God you were there. No they were probably quite annoyed you were there.

PS : No ...  Given their problems subsequently , of course, that seemed to be a small matter. Actually they were somewhat grateful.

GN :  When did you know this (Ed. he means  playing Picard) is all right, that you'd sort of settled in?

PS : Not for a long time. I was scared for a long time. I was scared I wouldn't be able to keep up with the pressure of the work, it was so intense. And I felt a lot of responsibility with the character I had too. I didn't really relax for a year and half, or so. Then largely due to the wonderful people I worked with, the other cast members

of the Next Generation, they helped me to relax. They have admitted to me now that they thought I was a pain in the arse when I first went there. I tended to be rather solemn and serious. I remember Denise Crosby - who played Tasha Yar - complaining to me at one point that we weren't having enough fun. And I said  (uses fierce voice) "we're not here to have fun."   

GN starts laughing and giggling

PS (smiling at him) : It's not that funny.

GN : Yes ... It's just that (gets all tongue tied)(Audience Laughter) It's just the idea of (he mimics Patrick's fierce face) 

PS : (PS pokes GN’s leg affectionately with his foot ) You are lovely. You really are. (Laughter)

(More giggles from Graham before he recovers.) 
GN then introduces the 4 audience members we saw earlier in some short video clips showing off their AMAZING powers. The programme ends with a thank you to Patrick and shots of Graham and Patrick leaning over to talk to one another.
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